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Amateur Radio is often referred to as a “hobby.” A better word might be “Enterprise.” Some claim this is a misnomer because it refers 
to business. A broader view of the word enterprise includes synonyms like courageous act, initiative, undertaking, voluntary action, etc.

Radio Amateurs take for granted the technical and scientific aspects of our “Enterprise.” To survive Amateur Radio needs young adults 
who enthusiastically embrace our form of radio communication. To appeal to this youthful demographic and replenish our ranks we 
must communicate all of the Science, Technology, Engineering  and Math (MATH) learning opportunities inherent in Amateur Radio.

In other words we need to expand our vocabulary to encompass ideas that fit into teaching curriculum, particularly in Middle School 
and High School classes.

Research shows that mainstream education in the U.S. seldom embraces Amateur Radio as a feature-rich mode of STEM learning. 
ARRL’s School Club Roundup contest reveals an extremely small participation rate in such populous states as California, Texas and 
Florida. Literature searches of education databases confirm the lack of Amateur Radio activities in schools.

There are notable, even excellent examples of local Amateur Radio groups making inroads into classrooms helping students learn 
STEM topics using Amateur Radio as a teaching tool. These efforts need to be documented and widely published to influence 
decisionmakers within the K-12 education community to adopt Amateur Radio as a core teaching tool in STEM learning.
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